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CHAPTER I. 


Madras Presidency. 

1. General revenue statistics . — The hemp drugs receipts for the year 
1930-31 amounted to Rs. 20.25,310 and formed 3*9 per cent of the total 
excise revenue of the Presidency. Rs. 11*10 lakhs were realised by duty and 
Rs. 9'15 lakhs by vend fees. Oharas was not consumed in this Presidency. 
The receipts were derived entirely from ganja and bhang. The right of 
vend of these drugs was sold together. From the statistics of duty 
realised on issues within the Presidency for the year given in Imperial Form 
I of the Excise Administration Report, it will be seen that ganja accounted 
for 97*7 per cent of the duty. The hemp drugs receipts for the year 1929- 
30 amounted to Rs. 21,86,262 and formed 3*7 per cent of the total excise 
revenue. In 1912-13 the revenue from these drugs was Rs. 7,24,000 and 
the percentage to total excise revenue was 2*2 {vide Statement II). 

2. Cultivation, storage arid supply . — Madras produced its own supply of 
hemp drugs. Imports of the drugs into the Presidency were prohibited. 
Madras also supplied the demand of the Indian States and French Settle- 
ments within the Presidency limits. Coorg did not take its supply from this 
Presidency. 

Cultivation of the hemp plant was prohibited throughout the Presidency 
except (e) in the Bapatla taluk of the Guntur district and (6) the Hosur 
taluk of the Salem district where it was permitted under licence. The area 
cultivated during 1930-31 was 152 acres against 219 acres in 1929-30 in 
‘the Guntur district. The cultivation of ganja continued during the year in 
80 acres in the Hosur taluk of the Salem district as an experimental 
measure. The cultivation at Santhavasal was provisionally closed. In 
1912-13 the total area cultivated amounted to 209 acres. 

The licensees were required to convey their produce to public storehouses 
established by Government at Santhavasal, Yetapalem and Mathigiri and 
removal of these drugs from the storehouses for consumption was permit- 
ted only on payment of duty at the prescribed rates, viz., Rs. 25 per seer of 
ganja and Rs. 7-8-0 per seer of bhang. In 1912-13 the rates of duty 
were Rs. 7-8-0 per seer of ganja and Rs. 3 per seer for bhang. The store- 
houses were in charge of Assistant Inspectors of the Excise Department 
(on Rs. 150 — 200 per mensem ) ; a temporary establishment of 1 Assistant 
Inspector on Rs. 150 — 200 per mensem with extra Sab-Inspectors (on Rs. 60 — 
90 per mensem each) was employed at each of the centres, viz., Yetapalem 
and Hosur to supervise the cultivation and harvesting operations. The staff 
sanctioned for the Botanical investigation of the cultivation of ganja with 
a view to improve the quality and outturn continued its work during the 
year. 

3. Vend arrangements . — The storehouses supplied retail vendors through- 
out the Presidency. Small shops could also obtain their supplies from 
other shops in the same district. Licences for retail sale were sold during 
the year bv auction. The total number of retail shops in 1930-31 was 
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452 against 456 in tho proccding year and 538 in 1012-13. The figures 
relating to the average area per shop and tho number of shops per 1 , 
of population are given below — 


Year. 


1930-31 .. . 


Average nrca per 
Rhop in 
nqtmro miles. 


"315-30 


1929-30 


312-53 


1912 : 13 


204-55 


No. of gimps 
per 100,000 of 
population. 


1-07 

1-08 

1-30 


*4'.' Consumption and average taxation. — The total consumption of Qanjn f 
bhang and their preparations in 1930-31 was 48,081 Beers giving an average 
consumption "of. l'l seer- -peri 1,000 of • population according- to tho census 
figures of 1921 ;l the average incidence of taxation amounted to Its. 41*59 per 
seer-of-which Rs. 22*56 was derived from duty. . In 1929-30 tho total con- 
sumption of hemp drugs amounted to 48,970 Beers against 52,478 Beers in 
1912-13. l*he average consumption of hemp drugs per 1,000 of population 
in 1929-30 was 1*2. seers compared, with 1*3 seers in 1912 : 13. The average 
incidence of taxation per seer of hemp drugs in 1929-30 amounted to 
Rs. 40-56 against Rs. 13‘8 per seer during the year 1912-13. 

5. Hemp drugs offences. — The total number of offences relating to hemp 
drugs increased from 370 to 443. This increase in tho number of offences 
occurred mostly under the head “ illicit cultivation of the hemp plant.” The 
smuggling of Mysore ganja wad practically stopped owing to the superior, 
quality of the drug produced in this Presidency. 

Smuggling to Ceylon was carried on on a large scale by Jaffnavito smugg- 
lers. Owing to the constant watch maintained at Tuticorin harbour during the 
year the smugglers seemed to have transferred their base of operations to the 
French ports of Karikal and Pondicherry. The Excise Intelligence Bureau 
staff at Villupuram delected 4 cases involving nearly 19 seers of ganja in- 
tended for smuggling to Ceylon via Pondicherry. Another batch of 3 cases, 
•was^ detected -near Mayavaram in which the (bug was destined for Ceylon via 
Karikal. The French police at Karikal also seized about 15 seers intended 
for .Ceylon while the consignment was about to be loaded in a catamaran. 
Smuggling through the southern ports was also in existence ( and the Excise 
Intelligence Bureau staff detected 3 cases involving about 6 seers intended for 
Ceylon through Dhanushkodi. Besides these the local Excise and Customs 
Officers 1 reported, cases of smuggling. 
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or admixture thereof not exceeding one tola or hhuny ot any preparation or 
admixture thereof not oxcocding 5 tolas. Export by fsca to foreign countries 
beyond India was permitted from the warehouse at Bombay only. All 
exports wore subject to payment of duty, except those in rcBpect. of winch 
any remission or refund of duty could bo allowed in accordance with Bpocial 
arrangements entered into with the importing BtatcH concerned. Staten 
which had agreed to assimilaio their system of hemp drugs administration to 
that in force in British territory, or lo take other adequate measures for the 
protection of the British hemp drugs revenue were allowed a refund of 
13/14. ths of the duty loviablc on drugs supplied to them from British warehou- 
ses, whilst a fixed annual compensation liable to subsequent adjustment, on 
tho basis of actual revenue realised was paid to those which had leased their 
hemp drugs revenue to tho British Government. 

Statistics of import and export of drugs in the Presidency proper arc 
furnished in Imperial Return IV-A and in paragraph 28 of the Provincial 
Excise Administration Report for tho year 1930-31. During tho year 55 
man nds of ganja and 20 maunds of bhang wore exported to Indian States 
from the Presidency proper. During the year 9 maunds of ganja were 
exported to foreign countries. 

9. Transport, private possession, duly and vend arrangements. — The maxi- 
mum quantities of hemp drugs which could bo transported without a permit 
from one place to another within tho -Presidency, or sold by retail, wore five 
tolas in the case of ganja or any preparation or admixture thereof and ono- 
fourth of a seer or twenty tolas in the ease of bhang or any preparation or 
admixture i hereof. Tho rates of duty leviable on tlic drugs during tho years 
1912-13, 1929-30 and 1930-31 were ns follows : — 



Wholesale vend of these drugs was carried on separately from retail vend. 
Licenses for wholesale vend were issued to persons approved by the Collector 
and the Commissioner on payment of a fixed annual feo of Rs. 15 each. Tho 
privilege of retail vend at each shop was sold separately by public auction. 
In the year under report, 20 wholesale and 518 retail licenses were issued. 
In the previous year 20 wholesale and 516 retail licenses were issued against 
20 wholesale and 572 retail licenses in 1912-13. 

10. Hemp Drugs offences. — During the year tho number of cases relating 
to hemp drugs increased from 742 to 1,066, 
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11. Total consumption and average taxation . — The total consumption of 
hemp drugs in 1930-31 amounted as detailed below to 743 mauhds or 1'6 
seers per 1.000 of population, according to the provisional figures of the 
census of 1931. The average consumption of all kinds of hemp drugs taken 
together per 1.000 of population amounted to 2*5 seers in. the previous year, 
against. 4'0 seers during the year 1912-13. 


- 

1912-13. 

1929-30. 

1930-31. 

■ 

Ganja^ - 

Mds. 

1,264 

3Ids. 

790 

3Ids. 

544 

Bhang 

20S 

197 

199 

Charas . . . . . ... 

136 

... 

... 


The average taxation was Es. 70‘56 per seer comprising Es. 40'09 on 
account of duty and Es. 30 '47 on account of vend fees. The average 
taxation per seer of all sorts of temp drugs taken together in 1929-30 was 
Es. 64'71 against- Bs. ll'G in 1912-13. The consumption of cTtaras is entirely 
prohibited in the Presidency proper. 
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CHAPTER III. 

SlKD. 

12. General revenue statistics.— Tho hemp drugs receipts for the year end- 
ing 31st March 1931, amounted to Rs. 5.97,-150 being 2171 per cent of the 
total excise receipts for the province. Of this Rs. 2,95,210 represented do y 
and Rs. 3,02,240 vend fees. In 1929-30 the revenue from hemp drugs 
amounted to 6*27 lakhs against 5'08 lakhs in tho year 1912-13. 

13. Cultivation, manufacture and storage. — The cultivation of bhang, was 
permitted only in Deb .Bubak of the Larkana District. The cultivation of 
bhang was permitted under license as usual. Licenses were issued free of 
charge and licensed cultivators could either sell their crops to licensed manu- 
facturers or could on obtaining a manufacturing license themselves, harvest 
and sell their crops on their own account. In cither case the crops were 
harvested and bhang manufactured therefrom with tho permission of the 
local Excise Officer and under his supervision. A fee of rupee one per annum 
was charged for license to manufacture. All manufactured bhang was 
required to be stored in the bonded warehouse at Bubak, close to the area 
licensed for cultivation. From this central warehouse, bhang was issued on 
payment of duty to local licensed dealers. For . the storage of bhang in the 
warehouse, a small rent was charged and all issues therefrom were made 
under strict supervision. In 1930-31, 40 acres were cultivated but tbe crop 
was not harvested during the year. The area Bown in 1929-30 (60 acres) 
produced 2,249 maunds, 9 seers and 60 tolas of bliang. 

14. Import and export. — LisenBed vendors obtained their supplies of bhang 
from the Bubak Bonded Warehouse in Larkana District or wholesale depots 
on payment of duty. There was no production of charas and ganja in Sind. 
Warehouses for the import and storage of charas and ganja in bond were also 
established at Karachi, Hyderabad and Sukkur in August 1924. The licensees 
were permitted to import ganja in bond from Ahmednagar (Bombay Presi- 
dency) and charas from the Punjab. Permits for imports in bond were 
issued only by the Collector of the District in which the bonded warehouse 
was situated. The duty on drugs was levied at the time of issues from the 
bonded warehouse. Import by private persons was prohibited but bona fide 
travellers coming from foreign territory could import for their own use charas , 
ganja and bhang or any preparation or admixture thereof in quantities not 
exceeding 1/4, 1 and 5 tolas respectively. 

Export from Sind to Baluchistan was at first permitted on payment of an 
export fee of annas 8 per maund but the practice of levying fees on exports 
of hemp drugs from Sind to Baluchistan was discontinued. Such exports 
were governed by the Sind Hemp Drugs Rules. 

15. Transport, private possession, duly and vend arrangements. — The maxi- 
mum quantities of hemp drugs which could be transported without a permit 
from one place to another within Sind or sold by retail were 5 tolas in the 
case of ganja or any preparation or admixture thereof, one tola in the ease of 
charas or any preparation or admixture thereof, and one fourth of a seer ox 
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twenty tolas in the case of bhang or any preparation or admixture thereof. 
The duty leviable on hemp drugs per seer in 1912-13, 1929-30 and 1930-31 
was as follows : — 


Duty per seer. 



1912-13. 

1929-30. 

1930-31. 









Rs. A. P. 

Rs. 

A. 

p. 

Rs. A. P. 

Ganja 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

7 8 0 

20 

0 

0 

* 20 0 0 

Charas 

. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

CO 0 0 

20 

0 

0 

20 0 0 

Bhang 

• 

• 

% 

• 

• 

• 

• 

10 0 

2 

0 

0 

2 0 0 


Licenses for wholesale vend were issued to persons approved by the 
Collector and the Commissioner on payment of an annual fee varying from 
Es. 30 to 640. The privilege of retail vend at each shop was sold separately 
by public auction. 12 wholesale and 203 retail licenses were issued during 
the year as against 13 wholesale and 203 retail in the previous year 1929-30 
and 378 in the year 1912-13. 

16. Total consumption and average taxation . — The total consumption of 
hemp drugs in 1930-31 amounted to 73,418 seers (charas 7, ISO, ganja 287, 
bhang 65,951) or 18*S9 seers per 1,000 of the population according to the 
census of 1931 (Provisional). In 1929*30 the average consumption per 1.000 
of population amounted to 21 ‘41 seers against 33*0 seers in 1912-13. For 
figures showing the total consumption of these drugs during the years 1912-13 
and 1929-30 please see Statement I. The increase of 216 seers in the sales 
of charas is due to the growing demand for this drug as a substitute for ganja 
which is sold at the same price. The average taxation was Es. 8'13 per 
seer of which Es. 4‘02 represented duty and Es. 4*1 1 vend fees. In the 
preceding year the average taxation of hemp drugs of various sorts taken 
together amounted to Es. 7’82 per seer of which Es. 3T8 represented duty 
and Es. 3*84 vend fees. In 1912-13 the corresponding figures were 4‘4, 2’6, 
and 1*8 respectively. 

17. Changes introduced during the year . — The following changes were 
introduced during the year. 

The license form for the wholesale and retail sale of intoxicating drugs 
was amended by inserting a clause binding out-going licensees to hand over to 
in-coming licensees a prescribed minimum stock of drugs of good quality. 
(G. E. E. D. No. 7102, dated the 23rd April 1930.) 

18. Offences . — The number of cases relating to hemp drugs in 1930-31 was 
234 against 237 in the preceding year. The slight decrease in the detection 
of cases during the year nnder report calls for no remarks. The total 
quantity of Kelat bhang seized during the year was 5 maunds and 20 seers 
and that of charas 32 seers and 48 tolas. The number of hemp plants seized in 
7 cases of bhang cultivation was 3,355 which included 2,200 plants seized in 
one case in Hyderabad District. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Bengal Pi* i : kid f: x c v. 


10. General revenue statistics . — The "Revenue from hemp drugs for the year 
1920-31 was Hs. 40.42. 811 as shown below and amounted to 22‘43 per cent 
of the total excise receipts of the province : — 


— 

Duty. 

Vend 

Total. 


R?. 

Rn. 

** 

n*. 

Ganja 

19.4 MIS 

17.12.974 

30,01,422 

Charas 

1,0 $.800 

1,01.593 

2,09,393 



13,51V. 

1.5S.1SG 

1, 71.9W 

Total . | 

20,GG,7Gl 

10,7G,053 



In 1929-20 the total revenue derived from nil sorts of hemp drugs 
amounted to Rs. 54,35,355 and represented 23'99 per cent of the total Excise 
revenue during that year. In 1912-13 the revenue from hemp drugs amount- 
ed to Rs. 30.70,077 and the percentage which it bore to "the total Excise 
revenue was 22'3] (see Statement II). 


Ganja. 


20. Production, supply and vend arrangements. — Ganja was grown in 
Bengal in a compact tract of country about 69 square miles in area at 
Raugaon in the district of Rajshahi. This area supplied not only the local 
requirements of this presidency, but also those of Assam. Bihar and Orissa, 
part of the United Provinces and also of certain Indian States and foreign 
territories. The privilege of wholesale supply of ganja to all retail dealers in 
Bengal and to all wholesale dealers in other provinces and Indian States, 
as been granted by Government to the Naugaon Ganja Cultivators’ Co- 
operative Society. This Society is composed entirely of ganja cultivators 
ana purchases the whole crop each year from the individual cultivators and 
86 Is to retail and wholesale dealers at prices fixed by the Government from 
year to year on a definite basis. Each individual cultivator is licensed by 
•He Collector to cultivate, and both cultivation aud storage are conducted 
under close Excise supervision. 
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The details of cultivation for tlio last 3 years compared with those for the 
year 1912-13 are noted below : — 



No. of 
cultivators 
liconsed. 

Area 

licensed. 

Total 

outturn. 

Average 
outturn 
per bigha. 








Bighas. 

Maunds. 

Mds. Srs. 

1012-13 

- 

• 

• 

• 

• 

2,959 

3,063 

7,078 

2 12 

1028-29 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

3,231 

1,900 

5,526 

2 35 

1029-30 

• 

• 

• 

- 

• 

3,047 

1,799 

4,414 

2 15 

1030-31 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

2,949 

1,800 

3,431 

1 38 


Licenses for retail sale were settled under the “Bengal Fixed Fee 
System Under this system, the retail price of the drug is fixed, and 
licensees pay monthly license or vend fees on the issues taken out in the 
preceding month on a graduated scale. 

1,206 retail licenses were issued in 1930-31 against 1,204 and 1,422 retail 
licenses in 1929-30 and 1912-13 respectively. 

21. Duty, consumption and average taxation . — The rate of duty in 1930-31 
was Rs. 40 per seer of ganja, against Rs. 11 in 1912-13. The drug was 
consumed in all districts. The consumption of ganja in the British districts 
of Bengal in 1930-31 amounted to 1,155 maunds 9 seers against 1,559 maunds 
7 seers in 1929-30, and 3,070 maunds in 1912-13. The average taxation on 
ganja was Rs. 77 per seer, of which Rs. 40 were derived from duty and 
Rs. 37 from vend fees. In 1929-30 the average texation on ganja was 
'Rs. 77*7 per seer (Rs. 40 from duty and the rest from vend fees) against 
Rs. 22*9 (Rs. 11 from duty) in 1912-13. 

22. Duty arrangements in regard to ganja exported outside the Britifh 
districts of the Province.— Ganja despatched to the United Provinces, Bihar 
and Orissa, and Assam paid duty in those provinces. Ganja could also be 
exported to other provinces in British India either in bond or on pre-pay- 
ment of duty in Bengal. 

Supplies to Coock-Behar and the Feudatory States of Orissa were allowed 
free of duty. Ganja exported elsewhere paid duty at the rate current in 
Bengal before issue. ~ 

Charas. 

23. Supply duly and vend arrangements . — The use of charas was practically 
confined to certain towns in Western and Central Bengal. It was procured 
from Central Asia through the medium of licensed bonded warehouses, in the 
Punjab, and paid duty in Bengal at the rate of Rs. 70 per seer, half of which 
had to be deposited by the importer before he could get a permit for import, 
the balance being paid on arrival of the consignment. ' The rate of duty 
on charas during the year 1912-13 was Rs. 12 per seer. 
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The right- of retail vend was disposed of under the “ Bengal Fixed Foo 
System". The number of sanctioned shops was 3*1 in 1930-31 against the 
same number in 1929-30 and 01 in 1932-13. 

2*1. Consumption and average taxation. — The consumption of charas in 
1930-31 was 38 raaunds 2 seers compared with 02 mounds 18 seers in the 
preceding year and 27 maunds in 1912-13. Tho average taxation per sccr 
was Rs. 137*5 of wliich Ha. 70 were derived from duty and Ra. 67-5 from 
vend foes compared with Rs. 138*08 in 1929-30 and Rs. 03*8 in 1912-13. 
Tho duty on the axtiole was raised to Rs. 70 per Boer with effect from 1st 
April 1928. 


Bhang. 

25. Supply, duty, vend arrangements, import and export. — The cultivation of 
the bhang plant was forbidden, but it grew wild in many parts of Bengal. The 
collection of bhang for use as an intoxicant or for salo. was prohibited. The 
drug was obtained from the wholesale contractors in the district of Bhngal- 
pur in Bihar and Orissa by tho Ganja cultivators Co-operative Society, 
Naugaon, who were given the exclusive privilege of supply to retail vendors 
in the Presidency. Duty waB levied on issues from warehouses to retail 
vendors at the rate of Re. 1 a seer, throughout the Presidency. 

Bhang could only be exported to the States of Nopal, Bhutan and Sikkim, 
to the Tripura State and to French Chandernagore only on payment of duty 
in Bengal. In 1930-31 3 maunds 8 seers of bhang were exported on payment 
of duty, against 3 maunds and 23 seers in the previous year. 

The retail vendors of bhang were licensed under the “ Bengal Fixed Fee 
System” as in the case of “ganja ” and “ charas”. Besides ordinary retail 
licenses, druggists’ permits for the possession of bhang for the retail sale of 
medicinal preparations manufactured from it were granted by Collectors to 
approved medical practitioners on payment of a fee of Re. 1 per annum. 
In 1930-31 1 license, was granted for the wholesale vend of bhang, and 905 
for its retail vend, including 574 druggists’ permits. Licenses issued for the 
retail sale of bhang including druggists’ permits during 1929-30 were 920 
against 444 in 1912-13. 

26. Consumption and average taxation . — The consumption of bhang in the 
year under review in the British districts of Bengal was 334 maunds 5 seers 
compared with 397 maundB 2 seers in 1929-30 and 698*7 maunds in 1912-13. 
In 1930-31 the average taxation was Rs. 12*8 per seer (of which Re. 1 was. 
derived from duty and Bs. 11*8 was derived from vend fees) whereas in 
1929-30 it was Rs. 12*4 per seer, and in 1912-13 Rs. 3*7 per seer. 

27. Consumption and taxation, statistics for ganja, charas and bhang to- 
gether . — Taking, ganja, charas and bhang together the total consumption of 
hemp drugs in the British districts of Bengal in 1930-31 amounted to 
1,527 if maunds or 1*3 seer per- 1,000 of the population according to the census 
figures of 1921. The general average taxation thereon was Rs. 66*1 per seer, 
of which Bs. 33*8 were derived from duty and Rs. 32*3 from vend fees. In 
1929-30 the total consumption of hemp drugs of all descriptions amounted 
to 2,008 maunds or 1*7 seer per 1,000 of the population. In 1912-13 it 
was 3,796 maunds or 3*34 aeer per 1,000 of the population. The general 
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average taxation in 1929-30 was 67*6 per seer (Rs. 34*7 from duty and the 
rest from rend fees). In 1912-13 it- was Rs. 20*22 (Rs. 9*S from duty and the 
balance from vend fees). 

23. Prosecutions and convictions — The arrests for “ illicit cultivation or 
collection of ganja or bhang” decreased from 102 to 54. Prosecutions for 
“ unlicensed sale of hemp drugs ” decreased from 55 to 26. The arrests for 
u illicit possesion of ganja ** decreased from 122 to 116 and those for 
“illicit possession of charas >! decreased from 26 to 20. The number of 
arrests for “illicit possession of bhang ” decreased from 113 to 104. 
The prosecutions for “ unlawful import, export or transport of hemp drugs " 
decreased from 28 to 16. The total number of persons convicted for offences 
relating to hemp drop was 336 compared with 446 in the preceding year and 
264 in 1912-13. There was thus an increase of 27*2 per cent in the number of 
convictions in 1930-31 compared with that of the year 1912-13 and a decrease 
of 24*6 per cent over the figures of the preceding year (see Statement T). 
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CHAPTER V. 

Burma. 

29. General Prohibition of the use of Hemp Drugs . — The use of liemp 
drugs by ordinary persons and their production, import and sale, have been 
generally prohibited in Burma since 1873, the object being to keep Butmans 
from contracting the habit of consuming these drugs to which they had not 
previously been accustomed. 

30. Special Licenses for Possession for Medicinal Purjmes . — Possession 
of hemp drugs was prohibited except when possessed for medicinal purposes 
in the treatment of elephants or other animals by (a) veterinary practitioners, 
or ( b ) other persons, under and in accordance with the terms of a license 
granted by the Commissioner of the Aralcan Division for that Division 
and the Excise Commissioner for the rest of Burma. Seventeen such licenses 
were issued in 1930-31, the same as in previous year and in 1912-13. The 
fees realised from these licenses amounted to Bs. 1G1 in 1930-31, compared 
with Rs. 243 in 1929-30 and Rs. 85 in 1912-13. 

Holders of such licenses obtained their supplies from the stocks of illicit 
ganja confiscated by the Government. This was sold to them at the rate of 
Rs. 5 per viss of 140 tolas. 

Orders permitting pharmacist to keep and sell under license galenical 
preparations of Hemp were passed in 1930-31 by the Local Government but 
‘ Deputy Commissioners have not reported whether any such licenses have 
been issued. 

31. Offences and convictions, seizures and smuggling of hemp drugs . — 
Seizures of illicit hemp drugs increased from 161.951 tolas in 1929-30 to 183, 
324 tolas in 1930-31 and convictions increased from 675 to 85S. In 1912-13, 
seizures amounted to 162,945 tolas and convictions to 501. 
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CHAPTER YL 
Bihar ato Orissa. 

32. General rerantc statistics. — The revenue from hemp drugs (ganja, 
bhang and preparations thereof) for the rear 1930-31 was Rs. 29,85,000 as 
shown below, and amounted to 20*S per cent, of the total excise receipts of 
the province: — 


— 

Duty. 

Vend fees. 

Total. 

Ganja ....... 

Rs. 

15,99,000 

Rs. 

13,10,000 

Rs. 

29,09,000 

Bhang 

24,000 

52,000 

76,000 

Total . 

10,23,000 

13,62,000 

29,95,000 


The total receipts from hemp drugs in 1912-13 and 1929-30 amounted to 
Rs. 23*06 lakhs and Rs. 41*93 lakhs, respectively, and the percentages which 
these revenues bore to the total excise revenue were 22*2 in 1912-13 and 23*4 
in 1929-30. 

33. Ganja supply and rend arrangements. — There were licensed ware- 
houses tor ganja in every district maintained under Government supervision 
at district and sub -divisional head-quarters by licensed wholesale vendors, 
(goladars), who got their licenses free of charge. The wholesale vendors 
procured ganja either direct from the Co-operative Society of ganja growers 
at Naugaon in the Rajshahi district of Bengal, from other wholesale , vendors 
or from Bhagalpur and sold it to holders of retail licenses. Two licenses for 
the cultivation of ganja in the district of Bhagalpur were granted in 1930-31 
and the whole quantity manufactured was supplied to the wholesale vendors 
of this province. Licenses for retail sale were settled under the sliding scale 
system in all districts. Under the sliding scale system the shops were, as 
usual, settled with selected men and the license fee was assessed according to 
the prescribed scale on the consumption in each individual shop month by 
month. 54 wholesale and 1,103 retail licenses were issued in 1930-31. In 
1912-13, 124 wholesale and 1,334 retail licenses were issued for the retail sale 

. of ganja. The corresponding figures in 1929-30 were 53 and 1,107 respec- 
tively. 

34. Duty, consumption and average taxation. —Duty was payable on the 
issue of the drug from the wholesale vendor’s golas (warehouses). The rate 
per seer in force in 1930-31 was Rs. 40 in the districts of the Patna, Orissa and 
Chota Nagpur divisions, in the district of the Santhal Parganas and portions 
of the districts of Monghyr and Bhagalpur, lying south of the Ganges. In 
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tile ' rest of the Province the duty remained at Rs. 35 a Beer aB in 1920-30 
The rates per seer in force in 1912-13 were — 

Rb. 


Sambalpur . . . • -7 

Other districts of Orissa . . .9 

Elsewhere . * . . • 11 

The consumption of ganja in the British districts of Bihar and Orissa in 
1930-31 amounted to 954 maunds and the taxation realized thereon was 
Rs. 14*76 lakhs from duty and Rs 13*10 lakhs from vend fees. The average 
taxation per seer was thus Rs. 73*0, of which Rs. 38*7 were derived from 
duty and Rs. 34*3 from vend fees. Duty amounting to Rs. 1*23 lakhs on 
80 maunds exported to other provinces and to the Political States within the 
Province was also realized during the year under review. 132 maunds of 
ganja were exported out of the province in 1929-30 against 363 maundB in 
1912-13. and the receipts therefrom were Rs. 1*88 and Rb 1*6 lakhs respec- 
tively. 

The consumption of gavja in the British districts of the Province amoun- 
ted to 56,434 seers in 1929-30 and 99.920 seers in 1912-13. The revenue 
derived from this drug amounted to Rs. 42*08 lakhs in 1929-30 and Rs. 20*93 
lakhs in the year 1912-13. The average taxation per seer waB Rs. 71*9 in 
1929-30 and Rs. 20*9 in 1912-13. 


35. Duly arrangements in regard to ganja exported. — Ganja was supplied 
free of duty to 22 of the Feudatory StateB in OriBsa in consideration of these 
States having forbidden the cultivation of the hemp plant in their territories 
and adopted conditions of duty and vend arrangements similar to those 
existing in the British districts of Bihar and OriBsa. Ganja could also be ex- 
ported to other provinces in British India, either in bond or on prepayment 
of duty in force in Bihar and Orissa. The duty paid exports to Nepal, the 
Chota Nagpur Political States, and the two Orissa Feudatory States (Bonai 
and Gangpur) to- which ganja was supplied on payment of duty, amounted to 
80 maunds while duty-free exports to the other Feudatories in OriBsa 
amounted to 19 maunds. 


36. Charas — Supply , duty and vend arrangements. — The sale of charas has 
been prohibited in this Province since the year 1924-25. In 1912-13, the use 
of charas was confined to four districts, viz., Gaya, the Santhal Parganas, 
Outtack and Manbhum. The drug was procured either from the Punjab or 
from wholesale vendors in other provinces. 

37. Bhang — Supply, duty and vend arrangements. — Bhang grew wild in 
many parts of Bihar and Orissa, but collection for purposes of sale was per- 
mitted only in the district of Purnea. The whole quantity collected in 
Purnea was transported to the central gola at Bhagalpur whence it waB sold 
according to requirements. The total requirements of the Province, as well 
sb of Bengal and Assam, which obtained their supplies of bhang from Bhagal- 
pur, were estimated, and a contract was given to one person for the collection 
and storage of that quantity for supply to licensed wholesale vendors, subject 
to a fixed maximum price. The contractor was selected by tender with 
reference chiefly to the price at which he waB prepared to supply the whole- 
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■sale dealers, he had to pay ho fees for the exclusive privilege of collection 
and supply. The maximum price of supply, fixed for the period of three 
years commencing from the 1st April 1931, was Es. 3-8-0 a maund. The 
bhang was collected and stored under the supervision of Excise officers in a 
Government warehouse established at Bhagalpur and was issued thence to 
wholesale vendors under bond. 

3S. Import .and export. — Bhang was also allowed to be imported by 
licensed wholesale vendors in the Champaran, Muzaffafpur and Saran dis- 
tricts from the Gorakhpur district of the United Provinces, but in 1930-31 
there was no such import. . ... 

The wholesale vendors, who obtained their licenses free of charge, were 
required to keep their stocks of bhang in warehouses (golas) under Govern- 
ment supervision. Duty on the drug was paid by retail vendors at the time 
of its issue from the warehouses. The rate of duty per seer was Bs.'3 
throughout the Province, except in the North Gangetic tract, where it was 
Es. 2. 

The export of bhang was subject to conditions Hitailar to those for ganja 
(vide paragraph 35 above). In 1930-31, 3 mauhds were exported on payment 
of duty in Bihar and Orissa, to the Orissa Feudatory StateB and the Ohota 
Nagpur Political States and 300 maunds in bond to Bengal and Assam , 3 
maunds were also exported to the Orissa Feudatory States without payment 
of duty. 

Licenses for retail sale of bluing were settled in all districts like licenses 
for retail sale of ganja, under the sliding scale system. Permits for the 
possession of bhang in excess of {th seer, but not exceeding 5 seers at a 
time, and for its retail sale for medicinal purposes only were also 
granted by Collectors to approved medical practitioners on payment of a 
nominal fee of He. 1 for the year. In 1930-31 one license was granted for 
the collection and supply of bhang, 37 for wholesale vend, 290 for retail vend 
and 74 druggists’ permits. The number of these licenses during the years 
1912-13 and 1929-30 was as follows : — 



1012-13. 

1929-S0. 

For collection and supply of Many . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

3 

1 

For wholsale vend .... 

■ 

• 

• 

• 

• 

44 

37 

For retail vend .... 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

27S 

2S5 

Druggists’ permits .... 

■ 

• 


• 

• 

19 

Go 


39. Consumption and average taxation . — The consumption of bhang in the 
British districts of Bihar and Orissa in 1930-31 amounted to 200 maunds and 
the average taxation thereon was Es. 9*4 per seer of which Es. 3*0 were 
derived from duty and Es. 6*4 from vend fees. The consumption of bhang 
in 1929-30 amounted to 264 maunds against 538 maunds in 1912-13. 
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Average taxation per seer oC bhang (duty and vend fees) was Rs. 9‘C in 
1929-30 and Es. 2-4 in 1912-13. 

40. Changes. — No changes were introduced during the year under review. 

41. Offences and convictions. — The number of persons convicted for 
illicit cultivation of the hemp plant was 52 in the year 1930-31, against 39 
in 1929-30. Six persons were convicted for unlicensed sale of ganja or bhang, 
against 10 in the preceding year. There weTe 92 convictions for the illicit 
possession of ganja or bhang compared with 26 in the previous year. 150 
persons were convicted for unlawful export or transport of ganja or bhang, 
against 257 in the preceding year. The total number of convictions for 
offenceB relating to bhang and ganja in 1930-31 was 300 against 332 in the 
preceding year and 154 in 1912-13. 

42. Consumption and taxation statistics for ganja and bhang together . — 
Taking ganja and bhang together, the total consumption of hemp drugs in 
the British districts of Bihar and Orissa in 1930-31 amounted to 1,154 
maunds, or 1*3 seers per 1,000 of the population according to the census 
figures of 1921. In 1929-30 the average consumption of hemp drugs (various 
sorts taken together) per 1,000 of population amounted to 1*9 Beers against 
3*5 seers in 1912-13. The average taxation on consumption in 1930-31 was 
Its. 32*5 per seer from duty and Rs. 29 ‘4 from vend fees, or Bs. 61*9 per seer 
in the aggregate. The total taxation per seer during the preceding year was 
Rs. 65*0 against Rs. 16'9 in 1912-13. The duty paid exports outside the 
Province during 1930-31 amounted to 83 maunds on which a duty of 
Rs. 1'23 lakhs was realized. 
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43. General revenue and statistics . — The total hemp drugs receipts for the 
year ending March 31st, 1931, were 34*08 lakhs, as shown below, being 30*3 
per cent, of the total Excise revenue. 



Duty. 

Vend fee, eto. 

Total. 


Rs. 


mm 

Rs. 

Ganja .... 

3,70,663 


pjjjjjj 


Chora* 

12,32,555 



31,07,699 

jBhdTlff ••••«••• 

3,00,662 


HI 


Total . 

19.03.8S0 


15,03,819 

34,07,699 

• 






The receipts from hemp drugs during the year 1929-30 amounted to 
Rs.3S*37 laths and were 29*6 per cent, of the total Excise revenue. In 1912-13 
the revenue from these drugs was Rs. 24*06 laths, and the percentage that it 
bore to total Excise revenue was 19*1. 

A licence for the vend of hemp drugB covered the vend of all the three 
descriptions of hemp drugs. 

44. Ganja supply and storage . — No ganja was produced in this province 
and its import was permitted only from Bengal. The import had to be 
made by railway and under bond and was required to be covered by a pass. 
The drug was required to be consigned to the Collector of a district, in which 
a bonded warehouse, established for the storage of hemp drugs, was situated. 
Duty was levied on the net weight of ganja as it was issued from the ware- 
house to licensed vendors. 

45. Duty and consumption. — The rates of duty levied per seer in each of 
the years 1912-13, 1929-30 and 1930-31 were as follows : — 

On bluchar ganja obtained direct from Rajshahi (the district of produc- 
tion in Bengal). 


1912-13. 

1 

1930-31. 

1929-30. 

Rs. 

Rs. A. 7. 

Rs. A 7. 

11 

34 6 0 

34 6 0 

- 

35 2 0 

35 2 0 
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The total consumption of gnvja in 1030-31 was 268 mounds, compared 
with 351 mounds in 1020-30 and 408 mounds in 1012-13. 

46. Charas supply. — Chants came from Control Asia through warehouses 
in the Punjab. Import from the Punjab was required to bo mode by roil 
only and covered by a pass. The drug hod to bo consigned, in the manner 
already described in the cose of ganjts, to a bonded warehouse. Duly was 
levied on the not woighfc issued from the warehouse. 

47. Duty and consumption . — In 1030-31 the duty varied from Rs. 55-4 
to Rs. 5G-S per seer and in 1929-30 it varied from Rs. 55-1 to Rs. 56-4 as 
against Rs. 12 in 1912-13. 

The State of Rnmpur was allowed to obtain charas direct from tho 
Punjab. An export duty of 2 annas per seer was levied on all charas 
exported from the XJnited Provinces, under bond. Charas, gauja and bhang 
were exported under bond to Benares State from the Benares Drugs 
Warehouse. 

The consumption of charas in the United ; Provinces in the year ending 
March 31st, 1931, was 551 mannds against 594 maunds in 1929-30 and 1,251 
maund3 in 1912-13. Owing to the reduction of duty on charas by the 
Punjab and Delhi Provinces who followed the example of the North-West 
Frontier Province the smuggling of charas was apprehended and a vigorous 
campaign was started to cope with the new situation. A special stair consis- 
ting of one Assistant Excise Commissioner, 6 Excise Inspectors nnd 60 Peons 
was appointed from 1st December 1928 on the.borders of these two provinces 
to stop smuggling and was doing well. 

48. Bhang production, taxation and consumption : — The import of bhang 
from any place outside the United Provinces was prohibited. The only 
source of supply was the spontaneous growth of the wild hemp plant, in the 
Himalayan sub-montane tracts where ix formed one of the commonest of 
weeds. The collection of the plant was regulated by the issue of licences to 
supply contractors of hemp drugs, and the plant so collected and prepared as 
bhang was stored in approved godowns or bonded warehouses for issue to 
vendors or for export. The cultivation of the hemp plant for the production • 
of bhang has been prohibited throughout the province since 1925-26. Its 
cultivation fox fibre and seed was permitted in the hilly portion of the 
Kumaun Division. 

The totaL consumption of the drug during- the year was 2,898 maundB. 
In 1929-30 the quantity at bhang consumed was 3,189 maunds. In 1912-13 
the total consumption of the drug was estimated at 4.996 maunds. The 
collection of the drug of spontaneous growth was restricted to the following- 
districts, viz . : — 

“Saharanpur, Muzafiamagar, Bijnor, Naini Tal, Bareilly, Jvheri, 
Pilibhit. Bahraich. Gonda, Basti and Gorakhpur.” 

The duty on bhang varied from 10 annas to Rs. 3-4 per seer during the 
year against 10 annas to 12 annas in 1929-30. In 1912-13 duty was levied 
at the rate of Rs. 4 per mannd or 1 anna 7 pies per seer only on the 
transport of the drug from the districts of collection. 

49. Contract supply system .— The contract supply system has been in force 
in all the 48 districts since April 1st, 1924. It is analogous to the system of 
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contract supply of country spirit. Under it the exclusive privilege of 
supplying the intoxicating hemp drugs [ganja, charas and bhang) at fixed 
rates to a particular tract- is granted for a definite period to a supply 
contractor. The contracts are fixed by tender. Usually the lovrest tender 
is accepted, but full povrer is reserved to accept, such tender as may be 
deemed best in the public interest. 

Urugs are issued to retail vendors, on prepayment of the contract price 
and duty, from bonded warehouses within -the contract area of supply. 
Portions of the buildings of the bonded warehouses already established for 
the contract supply of country spirit were utilised for the storage and issue 
of all the three varieties of hemp drugs. There were 76 such warehouses. 
The' drugs were transported or imported, as required to the warehouses 
under bond by the contractors. 

50. General tend arrangements . — As stated in paragraph 43 above, one 
license covered the right to sell hemp drugs of all the three descriptions. In 
1930-31 there were 2,108 retail shops. Shops were settled, licensees were 
selected and the collection of fees effected in the manner prescribed in 
paragraph 197, Chapter YET, of the Memorandum on Intoxicating Liquors for 
1930-31. In 1929-30 there weie 2,098 retail Ehops against 102 wholesale 
and 3,463 retail shops during the year 1912-13. The fixed selling 
price , of ganja and chares was Rs. 100 and Rs. 120 per seer respectively 
and that of bhang was Rs. 5 a seer except in the sub-montane districts 
where it was sold at Rs. 2-8-0 a seer. 

Licenses for the wholesale vend of bhang were granted on payment of a 
fee of Rs. 100 per annum to enable the licensees to' carry on a wholesale 
trade within the province, or to export bhang to other provinces where such 
export was permitted. 

51. Administrative changes . — The important administrative changes dining 
the year were as follows : — 

1. The limit of retail sale of ganja and charas was lowered from 3 to 

2 tolas. 

2. The contracts for the supply of hemp drugs in different areas in the 

United Provinces for the triennium ending on March 31st, 1933, 

were settled with successful tenderers. 

3. Issues of charas to Rampur State were allowed from the Morada- 

bad bonded warehouses. 

52. Prosecutions and convictions . — -The number of offences relating to hemp 
drugs In 1930-31 was 650 as against 843 in 1929-30 resulting in a decrease of 
22'9 per jent. which was due partly to the fall in the number of petty cases 
of charas smuggling from the Punjab and Delhi and partly to the fact that 
strict measures had been adopted by Rampur Darbar in connection with 
suppression of smuggling and that some conspiracy cases against notorious 
smugglers had been instituted in other provinces. 

The situation as regards charas smuggling would have become worse in 
the year under report on account of the Civil Disobedience Movement, had 
it not been for the activities of the special staff appointed in these provinces 
by Government to prevent- inter-provincial smuggling in 1928, when the 
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Punjab and Delhi Governments reduced their rates of duty on churns from 
Xt3. GO to Rs. 20 per seer to cope with smuggling from North-West Frontior 
Provinces where tho crimo was rife. 

The fact that tho fall in consumption of licit chirm in the province was 
only 7 *3 per cent, when shops woro vigorously picketed and consumers not 
allowed to purchase licit oharm, clearly indicates that the special staff was 
really successful in arresting tho growth of the crime and in provonting easy 
disposal of the contraband drug. Sovoral good seizures woro effected. On 
the whole the staff did excellent work and thoroughly justified its exis- 
tence. 

It was unfortunate that as a measure of economy the post of the Assistant 
Excise Commissioner on Speoinl Duty under whom the staff was working, hod 
had to be abolished with effect from tho 1st of August 1931. The work had 
been entrusted to tho Assistant Excise Commissioner, Saharanpur Charge, in 
addition to his ordinary duties. 

There was hardly any crime in tho province in connection with bhang, 
ganja in small quantities was imported foe consumption from Nopal and 
Bundelkhand and Baghelkhand States. 

Tho total quantity of oharas seized in the United Provinces during th° 
year was 189 seers against 367 seers in 1929-30. Of thiB tho special staff was 
able to seize 144 seers. 

53. Total consumption of hemp drugs and average taxation . — Taking ganja, 
chorus and bhang together, the total consumption of hemp drugs in the 
United Provinces was 3,717 maunds in 1930-31 or 3*3 seers per 1,000 of tho 
population, according to the census figures of 1921, and tho average taxation 
thereon amounted to Rs. 229 per seer, of which Rs. 12’8 were derived from 
duty. In 1929-30 the total consumption of hemp drugs of various descrip- 
tions taken together amounted to 4,135 maunds against 6,658 maunds in 
1912-13. The average total consumption of hemp drugs per 1,000 of tho 
population amounted to 3*6 seers in 1929-30, against 5*6 seers in 1912-13. 
The average taxation per seer of hemp drugs (of all sorts taken together) was 
Rs. 23‘2 in 1929-30 against Rs. 9'0 in 1912-13. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Punjab. 

S4. General revenue statistics. — The principal sourco of revenue from hemp 
drugs in the Punjab is c haras. The amount recovered from the duty on 
charas including warehouse dues was Ra. C'74 lakhs as compared with’ Rs. 
0'21 lakhs from tlio transport duty on bhang and Rs. 5 33 lakhs from license 
fees for the vend of charas and bhang, making a total of RbI 12‘2a lakhs. - 
The corresponding figures in the previous year were Rs. C’62. Rs. 0T9 and' 
Rs. 1*97 making a total of Rs. 11 ‘78 lakhs. ... 

. Charas. ■ 

05. Import, duty, possession and local consumption. — Charas- grows on the 
flowers of female hemp plant in Central Asia, only. It does not -materialise 
on the hemp plant in India. It is collected in . the form, of a powder and 
kneaded into a 6ticky mass, under the heat of the sun. It was transported 
via Panamik where it was first registered by a clerk to Leh in Kashmir 'State 
territory, where the Punjab Government had established a warehouse and, 
maintained special staff. Each bundle of charas. which ordinarily- weighed 
50 seers or a little less, was recorded m the warehouse, and was forward, ed. 
either to Kulu or to Rawalpindi, or else consumed in Kashmir State territory 
under the direct control of the Durbar. There were four warehouses in the 
Punjab at Sultnnpur (Kulu), Iloshiapur, Amritsar and Rawalpindi. On 
arrival at each of these warehouses the bundles were again . registered. 
Transport after leaving Leh tfas only permitted in bond under a pass. 

• ‘Warehouses were also established in the North-West Frontier Pro.vince .and' 
charas could be imported from Peshawar in bond into the Punjab, but OTdi-' 
narily imports were only made from the warehouse at Leh. The strict 
control and supervision exercised in this manner over imports minimised the' 
risk of illicit importation, which could only take place, if the smuggler was 
prepared to smuggle the charas the whole way from Central Asia into India. " 

- Charas could not .be kept in a warehouse for more than two years, after 
which it must either be destroyed or released from-bond on payment of the' 
duty, which since July 1928 stood at Rs. 20 u seer.- Warehouse dues were 
charged for the safe custody of charas kept in a Government, ; warehouse. - - 
Charas was purchased from the wholesale import dealers either-, by retail'" 
vendors or by wholesale vendors who supplied -to the , retail vendors, -The 
fee for a .wholesale license in bond for import was. Rs. 5 -per annum, and for 
a wholesale license out of bond Rs. 16,' This out-,of-b9nd license also, cohered ; 
the wholesale vend of bhang. Licenses for the retail vend, of charas,.- and., 
bhang were 'auctioned at the same time as liquor, licenses, eaoh : year, • .The, 
fixed maximum retail price for charas waB reduced to nine annas per .tola 
When the duty was reduced. to' Rs. 20 per seer but it was iaised ! on April 1st, 
1931, to twelve.-annais. . The maximum limit of private possession ion '- charas ' 
was, three .tolas,. The total sales of oharas. tor consumption 'in the Punjab in" 
1930-31- were 514 maunds as compared with - 519 ■ maunds in the ^previous 
yes^r, and 637 maunds, in .1912-13. -. .The raising 'of -the ' duty to .Rs. 60' per seer ' 
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gave rise to much smuggling with, the result that licit consumption greatly 
declined, but recovered when tho duty was reduced to Rb. 20. 

56. Charas contracts . — Owing to the dealers in charas having combined to 
ioroe up the price of charas to on unreasonably high level, the Punjab Gov- 
ernment, acting in co-ordination with tho Government of Bengal and the 
Administrations of North-West Frontier Province, Baluchistan, Delhi and 
Ajmer-Marwara, and following to some extent tho example of the United 
Provinces Government, arranged to call for tenders in advance for the whole- 
sale supply of charas , thus bringing down tho price exclusive of duty which 
had risen in 1930 as high as Rs. G per Eeer to about Rs. 5-8 per seer in 1931- 
32, Rs. 4 per seer in 1932-33 and Rs. 2 in 1933-34. Subsequently many 
Indian States in the Punjab, Rajputana and Central India arranged through 
the Punjab Government for simil ar contracts at rates of about Rs. 2 per seer 
for both 1932-33 and 1933-34. The reduction of about Rs. 4 per seer in the 
wholesale price of charas was equivalent to a saving for the various adminis- 
trations in India concerned of about three lakhs of rupees a year. This 
money had not previously all gone into the pockets of the wholesale 
dealers, since, owing to rivalry among themselves, they imported each year 
amounts far in excess ofthe annual requirements of the country. Hundreds 
of maunds of charas thu3 had to be destroyed, when the drug had deterio- 
rated so as to be unfit for consumption. In future the dealers will know 
their requirements in advance, and will be able to arrange their imports 
accordingly. 


Bhang. 

57. Cultivation and taxation. — The hemp plant grows wild in the sub- 
montane districts of the Punjab and cultivation was unrestricted in the 
districts of Ambala, Simla, Jullundur, Hoshiarpur, Gurdaspur, Kangra, 
Rawalpindi, Attock and Dera Ghazi Khan. In other districts cultivation 
was prohibited except in small plots of land and under special licenses by 
fakir' and other persons attached to religious institutions for their own con- 
sumption. Such persons paid no acreage duly. An import, transport and 
export duty was levied on bhang, this in 1930-31 stood at Rsi 6 a mmmd and 
was raised from April 1st, 1931, to Rs. 10 

58. Vend arrangements for charas and bhang. — 59 Wholesale licenses were 
issued for the wholesale vend of charas and bhang in 1930-31 as againBt 63 in 
the previous year and 75 in 1912-13. The retail vend licenses were disposed 
of by auction at the same time as the liquor auctions. MoBt of the shops 
auctioned were for the sale of both drugs. In 1930-31 there were 183 shops 
for the sale of both charas and bhang and 93 separate shops for charas and 
-94 separate shops for bhang, sb compared with 232, 43 and 44 in the previ- 
ous year and 396, 96 and 49 in 1912-13. 

59. Total consumption and the average taxation. — The total consumption 
of both charas and bhang in 1930-31 was 2,383 maunds giving an average 
consumption of 4’61 seers per thousand of the population according to the 
census figures of 1921 and an average taxation of Rs. 12‘9 per seer. The 
corresponding figures for 1929-30 were 11*3 and for 1912-13 Rs. 6*3 per seer. 
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Ganjfa. 

GO. Ganja was not produced in tho Punjab and its possession and import 
were absolutely prohibited. 

61. Offences with regard to chants . — The reduction in the duty on charas 
from Rs. GO to Rs. 20 a seer caused a great decrease in the smuggling of 
chara* into the Punjab for local consumption. At the prices ruling in the 
Punjab in 1930-31 it was hardly worthwhile for smugglers to bring charas 
into the Punjab except for export to provinces, such as the United Provinces, 
and Bengal whore the duty was at Rs. 60 a seer, or to other provinces, such., 
as Bombay and Central Provinces, whore the consumption of charas was 
absolutely prohibited. The total quantities of the contraband charas seized 
during 1930-31 and the two previous years were 12, 15 aud 23*7 maunds. 



CHAPTER IX. 


Central Provinces ane Berar. 

62. General revenue statistics — The hemp drugs receipts for the calendar 
year 1930 amounted to Its. 10,91, 000, *boing 10'G per cent of the totnl Excise 
revenue for that year (including cost, price of opium). In 1929 tho hemp 
drugs receipts amounted to Rs. 14,37,000 (including cost price) against 
Rs. 7,40,000 in 1912-13, and the revenue from these drugs represented 11*4 
per cent of the total Excise revenue in 1929 against 7‘0 per cent in 1912-13. 


Ganja. 

63. Source of supply , — The cultivation of tho hemp plant for the produc- 
tion of ganja was restricted to tho Kliandwa tahsil of the Nimar district, and 
was there carried on under license, tho cultivators being bound to harvest 
their crop under Government supervision, and to store the produce in a 
Government storehouse, whence it was issued to local bonded warehouses 
for consumption in the British distriot6 and Feudatory States of tho province. 
All issues were made under tho supervision of a responsible Government 
officer of the rank of District Excise Officer. 

The Nirnar district at one time produced sufficient ganja not only to meet 
the demand to the Central Provinces and Berar, but to allow of largo exports 
to the United Provinces and to numerous States outside the province, such 
as Gwalior, Indore, Rewa and Bhnpal. From the year 1892, however, the 
export trade gradually declined and no ganja was exported, oxcept to Berar, 
between the years 1899-] 900 and 1906-07. The amount of ganja produced 
declined simultaneously with demand for export, and is now just sufficient 
to meet the demands of the Central Provinces and Berar. 

64. Duty and vend arrangements. — Ganja intended for consumption in the 
Central Provinces and Berar is issued from the Khandwa storehouse, and is 
stored in a Government warehouse at tho her dquarters of most of the tahsils 
and at other warehouses. From the warehouses the ganja is issued to retail 
'vendors who pay duty on the quantity they purchase. The rate of issue 
price Rs. 55 in force in 1929 remained unchanged as compared with Rs. 7-8-0 
duty in 1912-13. A new system was introduced at the close of the year 
1918-19. Wholesale vendors were eliminated, and the entire crop was pur- 
chased by Government and supplied direct to the retail vendors at a fixed 
price. The cost price of ganja wub fixed at Rs. 2-8-0 per Beer throughout tho 
Province in contrast to the fluctuating and often widely divergent prices - 
previously charged by wholesale vendors. The result was an increase in 
license fees, a net gain on the sale proceods of ganja and a regular supply of 
the drug in all Bhops. In 1928 the rates paid to cultivators of the Dhangaon 
and Badgaon-Tigharia groups of villages in the Nimar distriot were respec- 
tively Re. 1-1-0 and Re. 1-0-6 per seer of cleaned ganja. In 1929 ganja 
cultivators demanded a high rate, Re. 1-4-0 per seer, but eventually they 
accepted a rate of Re. 0-15-0. The cultivators of Dhangaon refused to 
accept the rate and the result was that all ganja cultivation in this village 


* Tho statistics of rovenuo aro in each case given to the nearest thousand rupees. 
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was stopped for the time being. In 1930 licenses were given to the cultiva- 
tors of Dhangaon and Bhutia who accepted a rate of Re. 1 although origi- 
nally they demanded higher rates. As these villages were"not licensed in the 
previous year, the fields were rotated with other crops and therefore well 
manured. 

The right of retail vend is disposed of annually by auction for each shop 
separately. The number of shops in 1930 was 715 against 739 in the preced- 
ing year and 1,035 -plus 4 temporary shops in 1912-13. 

65. Consumption, revenue and average taxation. — The sales of ganja to retail 
vendors in the British districts of the Central Provinces and Berar in 1930 
amounted to 264 maunds, and the revenue realized from the drug was 
R 3 . 5,80,000 from issue price on issues to the retail vendors from warehouses, 
and Rs. 4,67,000 from license fees for the privilege of retail vend. The 
average taxation from vend fees thus amounted to Rs. 44*3 per seer on ganja 
sold to the retail vendors. Adding to this issue price at the rate of Rs. 55*0 
per seer, the total average taxation on such Bales amounted to Rs. 99*3 per 
seer. 

In 1929 the sales of ganja to retail vendors in the British districts 
amounted to 385 maunds against 1,178 maunds in 1912-13, and the revenue 
realized from the drug in 1929 amounted to Rs. 8,47,000 from issue price and 
Rs. 5,48,000 from fees for the retail vend against Rs. 3,59, 000 from duty 
and Rs. 3.33,000 from fees for the retail vend in 1912-13. The total average 
taxation per seer in 1929 amounted to Rs. 90*6 (35*6 from vend fees) against 
Rs. 14*6 (7*1 from vend fees) in 1912-13. 

66. Supply to Feudatory States. — Ganja is supplied free of duty to the 
Feudatory States of the Central Provinces, other than those transferred from 
Bengal in 1905. The States are bound not to permit the cultivation of the 
hemp plant in their territories, nor to issue the drug to their licensed vendors 
at a lower rate than the retail vendors of the province have to pay for it. 
The Feudatoxy States transferred from Bengal in 1905 are charged full duty 
rates. The amount supplied to the Feudatories in 1930 was 26 maunds 
against 20 maunds in the preceding year and 111 maunds in 1912-13. 

Bhaxg. 

67. Average taxation and vend arrangements. — Bhang was imported from 
Hoshiarpur in the Punjab, and is stored in the Government godown at 
Khandwa, whence it- is supplied to warehouses in the province for issue to 
retail vendors at a fixed price. The issue price per seer was raised to Rs. 9 
against dutyRs. 2 in 1912-13. It was retailed in special shops. The number 
of such shops was 49 against 51 in the preceding year. In 1912-13. the 
number of shops licensed for the exclusive sale of bhang was 12. As in the 
case of ganja the right of vend was disposed of by auction and the revenue 
realized therefrom amounted to Rs. 13,45S in 1930 against Rs. 13,230 in 1929 
and Rs. 5,000 in 1912-13. The issue price on bhang issued from warehouses 
to retail vendors in 1930 was Rs. 17,520 against Rs. 14,150 in 1929 and 
Rs. 5,000 in 1912-13, and the quantity sold was 50 maunds as in the 
preceding year and 60 maunds in 1912-13. The average taxation from vend 
fees on the sales to the retail vendors thus amounted to Rs. 6*9 per seer in 
1930 against Rs. 6*5 per seer in 1929 and Rs. 2*1 per seer in 1912-13. Add- 
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iuglo tint? the ipsuo price, the total average taxation realized from the drug 
was jRs. 15*9 per seer in 1030 against lls. i 3*8 per peer in 1928 mu! Ils. ■!*! 
per seer in 1012*13. 


CltARAS. 

00. IVior to 1000*07, there wan no licit Bale of chants in Iho Central 
Provinces or Bc.rar ; but in tlmt year anil the year following, shops wore 
licensed for the first time. The drug was purchased by Government and 
supplied ouly at one placo in the 'province, viz., Jubbnlpore, for the con- 
venience of sepoys from the Punjab. 

The only shop at .lubbulpore was closed permanent ly in the middle of 
August 192*1, and thus tho licit sale of the drug was discontinued throughout 
the province, 

09. Important change. — The issue price of bhang wa? raised from fts. 7 to 
Us. 0 per sect in 1030. 

70. Offences, convictions and s< hurt's . — There were 2S cases of illicit culti- 
vation of the hemp plant against 25 in 1020 and 18 in 1012-13. Cases relat- 
ing to smuggling and possession in excess of the legal limit increased from 77 
in 1020 to 88 in 1030 under ganja and from 5 in 1020 to 11 in 1030 under 
bhang, aud rose from ISO in 1029 to 200 in 1030 under citnras. The total 
number of offences rolating to hemp drugs in 1030 was 753 against 832 in tho 
prooeding year aud 03 in 1912-13. 

Tho total quantities seized in 1930 were l-l seers of tjavja against 7 seers 
in 1929, 3S seers 02 tolas of chara* against M seers iu 1929 and 0 soers, of 
bhang against 3 seors in 1929. 

71. Consumption of and average taxation on ganja. bhang and c haras taken 
together. — The total consumption in British districts of the Central Provinces 
and Berar of licit ganja and bhang taken together in 1930 was 3t2 maunds. 
being at tho rato of 0'8 seors per 1,000 of tho population according to tho 
provisional consus figures of 1931. Tho general average taxation was Bs. 87 
per seer of wliioh Its. 55 were derived from issue price. Tho avorage con- 
sumption of hemp drugs per 1.000 of population was 1*3 seers in 1929 and 3*(! 
seers in 1912-13. and the average taxation per saor of hemp drugs amounted 
to Bs. S3 (50 from, issue ptioa) iu 1929 against 11s. 1*1*0 (7 5 from duty) in 
1912-13. 



CHAPTER. X. 

Assam. 

72. General revenue statistic*. — The revenue derived from hemp drug.?, 
{ganja. bhang find preparations thereof) during the year 1930-31 , was 
Rs. 7, 78,231 as shown below, amounting to 13*3 per cent, of the total Excise 
revenue : — 
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In 1929*30 the total receipts from hemp drugs amounted to Rs. 10,87,000 
against Rs. 6‘SS lakhs in 1912-13. The percentage of revenue from hemp 
drugs to total Excise revonue was 16*4 per cent, in 19*29-30 3gainst 14*2 in 
1912-13. 

Ganja. 

73. Supply and vend arrangements. — "Warehouses for storage of ganja were 
maintained under Government supervision at almost all districts and sub- 
divisional headquarters by licensed wholesale vendors who obtained their 
supplies either direct from the Naogaon ganja Cultivators Co-operative 
Society, Limited, in the district of Rajshahi in Bengal or from other wholesale 
vendors. Retail vendors were required to obtain their requirements from these 
"Warehouses, duty and license fees being charged at the tine of issue. The 
limit of retail sale of the drug was three tolas. The numbers of wholesale and 
retail licenses were 30 and 234 in 1930-31 against 30 and 23-5 in 1929-30 res- 
pectively in the preceding year. In 1912-13 the numbers were 47 and 245. 

74. " Duty, consumption and average taxation . — Duty was levied on all des- 

criptions of ganja on issue from the wholesale vendor’s gola at the uniform 
rate of Rs. 60 per seer throughout the province, except Goalpara where it was 
levied at Rs. 35 per seer, against a uniform rate of Rs. 20 in 1929*30 and 
Rs. 11 in 1912-13. In practice only ohur ganja. was used in 1930-31 {chur ganja 
consists of the. broken pieces of the flower- which drop off in making flat and 
round ganja). The drug was consumed in all districts except the Lushai- 
Hills. In the other hill districts the consumption was confined to plains men. 
The total consumption in 1930-31 amounted to 223 maunds 5 seers against 
5S0 mannds and 32 seers in 1929-30 and 846 maunds 24 seers in 1912-13. 
The fall in consumption of ganja was caused, as was anticipated, by the 
increase in the retail price from 0-12-0 to 1-4-0 a tola (Re. 1 in Goalpara) and * 
the general trade depression which left little over for expenditure on luxuries. 
Bickettmg of shops and temperance propaganda in Sylhet, Rowgong and 
Eanirup and the smuggling and consumption of hill ganja in Sibsagar, Sylhet, 
Barrang and Kamrnp ako affected Bales. . - 
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The avorago taxation on ganja in 1930*31 was Rb. 84 *9 per seer (He. 57*6 
from duty and Rs. 27 *2 from vend fees) ngainnl Rb. *10*79 per Beer (Rb. 20*07 
from duty and Rb. 26*72 from vend feoB) in the preceding year and Rb. 20*3 
per seer (Rs. 11*1 from duty and Rs. 9*2 from vond fees) in 1912-13. 


Bhang. 


75. Supply, duty and vend arrangements . — The cultivation of the hemp 
plant was forbidden, but its wild growth was so extensive that the only restric- 
tion hithorto found feasible in regard to the possession of bhang had been to 
fix a limit of a quarter of a seer per individual, the possession of any larger 
quantity requiring a special licenso. In the year 1930-31 only two licenses 
for retail sale were taken out. The retail vendors obtained their supplies from 
outside the province. Duty was levied at the rate of 0-8-0 per seer at the 
time of issue of passes to the retail vendors. 

Apart from the ordinary retail liconBOB 32 druggist’s permits were issued 
on payment of a fee of Re. 1 each in Cachar, Sylhot, Kamrup, Nowgong and 
Sibsagar for the sale by medical practitioners of medicinal preparations con- 
taining bhang. In 1929-30 there were 32 suoh permits againBt 3 in the year 
1912-13. 


The total annual fees amounted to Rs. 682 as compared with Rs. 666 in 
the preceding year. 

76. Consumption and average taxation . — The consumption of bhang in 
1930-31 amounted to 1 maund 15 seers against 1 maund 20 seers in the 
preceding year and 5 maunds 9 seers in the year. 1912-13. The average 
taxation thereon in 1930-31 was Rs. 12*1 per seer against Rs. 11*1 per seer 
in 1929-30 and Rs. 1*64: per seer in the year 1912-13. 


77. Offences and convictions . — The total number of offences relating to 
hemp drugs detected in 1912-13, 1929-30 and 1930-31 in the province of 
Assam were 52, 155 and 235 respectively. Among the cases of 1930-31, 79 
were for illegal importation of hill ganja, 60 for illicit possession and sale of 
hill ganja and 38 for illegal cultivation oi excise ganja . 

78. Consumption of and taxation on, all description of hemp drugs taken 
together. Of ganja and bhang taken together the total cons ump tion in the 
province in 1930-31 amounted to 224 maunds 20 seers or 1*18 seers per 1 000 
of population according to the census figures of 1921. In 1929-30 the figure 
was 582 maunds 12 seers or 3*1 Beers per 1,000 againfit 5*1 seers in 1912-13. 

13. Revenue. Revenue from hemp-drugs ( charas , bhang and preparations 
thereof) for the year 1930-31 amounted to Rs. 73,068, against Rs 59 034 in 
the preceding year and Rs. 1,36,000 in the year 1912-13 
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CHAPTER XI. 

North-West Frontier Province. 

Charas. 

80. Import , duty and Consumption. — Tho charas required for consumption 
in tho province was obtained cither from the Punjab or direct from Central 
Asia rid Chitral or the Goma! route. Imports by this last route were, 
however, very rnro and Provincial requirements were met partly from the 
stock of ChitTal charas stored in tho Peshawar "Warehouse and partly from 
contraband charas confiscated by tho courts. Tho issue price to retailers 
was Rs. 26 (Rs. 20 duty and Rs. 6 cost price). 

Bonded Warehouses were maintained during the year at the Headquarters 
of all districts for storage of the drug until cleared for consumption by 
payment of duty. Duty stood at Rs. 60 por seer till July 1st, 1928, when 
it was reduced to Rs. 20 por seer. 

In 1928-29 the rate of duty on charas issued from the warehouse was 
reduced from Rs. 60 to Rs. 20 a seer, while in 1912-13 it was only Rs. 12 
a seer. . Tho receipts under tins head during tho year under report amounted 
to Rs. 35,270 aguinst Rs. 26,919 and Rs. 23,079 in 1929-30 and 1912-13, 
respectively. 

Charas wob imported from tho Punjab without prepayment of duty 
undor a TranBport-in-bond pasB. Application for a pass was to be made 
to tho Officer-in-Charge of the Punjab Bonded Warehouse from which the 
import was made and pasB granted was held to be sufficient authority for 
tho import of the drug into tho Province and for its transport to the Bonded 
Warehouse of the district of destination. 

The consumption of charas in tho Province in 1930-31, as shown by the 
licit sale returns was 1,700 seers compared with 1,397 seers in the preceding 
year and 3,844 seers in the year 1912-13. The figure is indicative of pro- 
gressive improvement in the licit Bale of this drug, due to the existence of 
the Chitral Bonded Warehouse and the reduction in import duty from the 1st 
July 1928. Even after tho reduction of duty licit charas was sold at 8 annas 
to 9 annas per tola, while contraband charas could be had at annas 3 to annas 
4. The difference in cost which still subsisted not withstanding the reduction 
of duty, was an obvious incentive to smugglers. , 

81. Revenue from licenses.— The receipts from license fees in 1930-31 
amounted to Rs. 34,388 against Rs. 31,395 in 1929-30 ''and Rs. 2,432 (for 
cluiras and bhang together) in ,1912-13. . , 

. , Bhang.- , . , , ■ .< . ■: ■ •’ 

. 82. Cultivation and taxation. — Bhang grows wild in some parts of the 
Province. Cultivation was unrestricted in ; the districts ’of Hazara,'. "Peshawar 
and Kohat. In other districts cultivation was prohibited, except under 
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speci.il licenses issued to fagirs and oilier persons attached to religious 
institutions. Such persons paid no duly on their cultivation. 

S3, Import, crpart and transport. — A. duty of Re. 1-8 per quarter of ft 
maund of bhang was ieviod (a) on import into the Province and (l>) on 
transport within tho Province or to places outside the Province, unless 
such transport took placo under hand for tho repayment of the import 
duty leviable in the Province of consumption. Bhang could bo imported 
into tho Provinco from (a) foreign territory situated to the AVest of the 
Indus or Kashmir and (b) tho Punjab, by any person holding a license to 
sell the drug wholesale ot retail. In tho caso of imports from foreign 
territory, it was necessary to obtain a permit from tho Collector of tho 
district in which the import or hold his license and in addition an import 
pass from the Collector of tho district into which tho bhang w.ib t o ho 
brought on first reaching British India. Imports from tho Punjab could 
bo made only under a transport-in-bond pass obtained from tho Collector 
of tho district of tho Punjab from which the import was mado on tho 
production of a permit from tho proper officer of tho importing district. 

84. In 1930-31, the bhang consumed in tho Peshawar, Baunu and Dcrn 
Ismail Khan districts was imported from tho Punjab and Rs. 1,475 realised 
as duty thoreon were credited to the North "West Frontier Province. There 
were no imports into Hazara and Kohat whore, as stated above, bhang grow 
wild. In 1929-30 the duty on imported bhang amounted to Rs. 715-8 
against Rs. 4S0 in 1912-13. 

85. Sales of bhang decreased from 6,298 seers in 1912-13 to 6,258 seers in 

1929- 30 but again increased to 6,8S1 seers in tho year under report. 

86. Feud arrangements for oharas and bhang . — Tho right of rotail vend of 
cJiaras and bhang in separately sanctioned shops was sold by auction. Most 
of these shops were for the sale of both drugs. In the years 1929-30 and 

1930- 31 there were respectively 60 and 61 shops fox the sale of cJiaras and 
bhang together, against 56 in 1912-13. There was also one shop for the 
exclusive sale of oharas in eaoh of the years 1929*30 and 1930-31 against IS 
in 1912-13. There was also one bhang shop in the year 1912-13. 

Ganja. 

87. Ganja was not consumed in the Province and its import and possession 
were prohibited. 

88. Offences and convictions .—' The number of persons convicted for serious 
offences in respect of hemp-drugs in 1930-31 waB 93 against 74 in the prece- 
ding year and 9 in 1912-13. Convictions for minor offences were obtained 
in the case of 2 persons in 1930-31 as against 6 in 1929-30 and 8 in 1912-13. 

89. Preventive Staff .— The energies of the preventive staff consisting of 
one Detective Excise Inspector, 3 Deteotive Sub-Inspectors of Excise and 22 
Detectives entertained from the 1st April 1927 were mainly directed against 
traffic in contraband charas and opium by roil, road and river. The results 
of their work have already been ^reported in the Excise Administration 
Reports. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Deliii. 

91. General Revenue . — The revenuo accruing from the salo of hemp drugs 
in the Delhi Province for the years 1929-30 and 1930-31 amounted to 
Rs. 1,66,243-12 and lls. 2,04,719 respectively, as against Rb. 67,883 during the 
year 1912-13, derived from liccnso foes and duty on hemp drugs consumed in 
the Delhi Province during tlio respective years. 

92. Oharas and bhang . — All char as and bhang consumed in Dollii was 
imported in bond, from the Punjab, on payment of duty in the local Treasury. 
Por thin purpose a warehouse was established at Delhi with effect from 1st 
April 1917. 

93. Consumption of charas . — The total consumption of oharas and bhang 
in Delhi during the years 1929-30 and 1930-31 compared with the figures 
of 1912-13 are detailed below : — 


— 

1012-13. 

1020-30. 

1030-31. 

1. Charas 

• • 

• 

• 

» 


3,094 

4,278 

2. Bhang 

• • 

• 

• 

• 


2,221 

4,264 


The increase in charas sales during the yeaT bb compared with the prece- 
ding year was due to the reduced duty of Rb. 20 per Beer and the consequent 
displacement of illicit charas. The increase in sales of bhang was due to its 
use as an alternative for country spirit which was rendered scarce by the 
picketting of shopB. 

94. Retail vend of charas and bhang . — The right of retail vend of charas 
and bhang waB sold by public auction. During each of the years 1929-30 
and 1930-31 there were 6 shops foT the sale of charas and an equal number 
for bhang, as against 8 and 7 respectively during the year 1912-13. 

95. Wholesale vend . — Wholesale licenses were issued at Rs. 16 per annum 
and the fee charged for wholesale in bond license waB Rs. 5 per annum. 
There was only one wholesale dealer in Delhi during the years 1929-30 and 
1930-31 aB compared with 3 in 1912-13. 

96. Duly . — The rates of duty levied in the Delhi Province were as 
follows : — 


— 

1 

1912-13. 

1929-30. 

1930-31. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Its. 

1. Oharas per seer .... 

10 0 0 

20 0 0 

20 0 0 

2. Bhang per quarter maund or frac- 
tion thereof. 

10 0 

1 

18 0 

18 0 
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(4) The arrangements for the vend of the drngs described in paragraph 
100 above were continued. 

102. The number of retail shops sanctioned under the above arrange- 
ments in each of the year 1912-1913, * 1929-1930 and 1930-1931 was 16. 
The total receipts from duty and vend fees combined amounted in 1930- 
1931 to - Rs. 6*2,382 (representing 9*29 of the total Excise- Revenue) as com- 
pared with Rs. 70.067 (or 9*82 per cent, of the total Excise Revenue) in 
1929-1930 and Rs. 18,000 (or 5*1 per cent, of the total Excise Revenue) in 
1912-1913. Taking all descriptions of hemp drugs together, the average 
consumption thereof per 1,000 of population was 8*37 seers in 1930-1931 as 
compared with S*99 seers in the preceding year and 6*5 seers in the year 
1912-1913. The total average taxation per seer, thereon in, 1930-1931 
amounted to Rs. 15*04 (Rs. 12*31 from duty and the balance from vend fees) 
as compared with Rs. 15*70 (Rs. 13;4S from duty and the balance from vend 
fees) in the preceding year and Rs. 5‘6 (Rs. 2*5 from duty and the balance 
from vend fees) in 1912-1913. 


The consumption figures for these years were as under : — 


— 

1912-1913. 

1929-1930. 

1930-1931. 






aids. 

Srs. 

aids. 

Srs. 

aids. 

Srs. 

Cftaraz . 

• 

« 

• • 

. 

17 

14 

21 

35 

20 

12 

Ganja 

• 

• 

• « 

• 

0 

22 

1 

31 

i 

19 

Bhang 

- 

• 

« • 

• 

61 

39 

70 

39 

67 

11 

Majun 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

11 

1 

16 

32 

14 

23 




Total 

• 

B 

36 

111 

17 

103 

25 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

* 

COORO. 

103. Supply, vend, etc,., of ganja. — Ganja was Hie only hemp drug in use in 
the Province. Ganja is the dried flowering i ops of cultivated female hemp 
plants which have become coated with repin in consequence of having been 
unable to set seeds freely. Us cultivation was strictly prohibited in Coorg. 
Ganja required for sale was obtained from the Mysore Durbar. The whole- 
sale supply and vend was conducted by Government through the treasury 
department. The drug was issued from tho treasury at Rs. 27-8 a seer 
against Rs. 25 a seer till 30th June 1020 and Rs. 27-8 till 31st March 1030, 
in 1929-30, and Rs. '7-8 a seer (80 tolas) during 1012-13. 

104. Retail vend, etc. — The number of retail shops in 1930-31 and 1020-30 
was two against 5 in 1912-13. 

105. Revenue, etc. — The right to sell in these shops was auctioned. The 
rental realised in 1930-31 was Rs. 1,905' against Rs. 1-160 in 1929-30 and 
Rs, 1,023-5 in 1912-13. 

" The total revenue derived under this head in 1930-31 was Rs. 5,131-1-6 
against Rs. 4,456-8-9 in 1929-30 and Rs. 6,580 in 1912-13. 

106. Consumption. — The quantity of ganja consumed in 1930-31 was 
117*31 seers or 0 - 72 seers per 1,000 of population in 1929-30, and 741 seers or 
4'2 seers per 1,000 of population in 1912-13. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Baluchistan. 

107. General revenue statistics. — The revenue from hemp drugs for the 
year 1930-31 amounted to Rs. 65.000 (including Rs. 950 on account of duty 
on c haras imported by Kalat State contractors) being about 11*40 per cent 
of the total excise receipts. Rs. 33,000 of thiB amount were derived from 
vend fees and warehouse dues and Rs. 32,000 from duty. 

In 1929-30 the total receipts from hemp drugs amounted to Rs. 68.000 
(Rs. 36.090 from vend fees and warehouse dues and the balance from duty), ' 
against Rs. 26.000 (Rs. 15,000 from vend fees and warehouse dues and the 
balance from duty) in 1912-13. In 1929-30 the receipts from hemp drugs 
bore a percentage of 11*00 to the total excise revenue, while in 1912-13 the 
liemp drugs receipts represented 9*3 per cent of the total excise receipts. 

10S. Vend arrangements and cultivation . — The cultivation of the hemp 
plant was absolutely prohibited. The contracts for the wholesale and retail' 
vend of hemp drugs were granted separately in all Districts, there being in 
the year 1930-31, 5 wholesale shops and 40 retail shops against 5 wholesale 
shops and 42 retail shops in the year 1929-30. In 1912-13 there were 9 
wholesale and 68 retail shops. 

109. Source of supply and statistics of consumption . — The sources from 
which the supply oE hemp drag* riquired for con-sumption in Baluchistan 
was derived were the Punjab, Sind and Bombay. C haras was imported from 
the Punjab, bhang mainly from Sind and ganja from Ahmednagar in Bom- 
bay. The consumption of the last mentioned drug was, however, exceedingly 
limited. 

The statistics of import and sale for 1930-31 were as follows, but figures 
relating to sale being those furnished by the licensed vendors, were not quite 
reliable. 


Description of hemp drags. 

| Quantity imported 

Quantity sold. 

From British 
Provinces. 

From 

Afghanistan. 






Aids. Srs. 

aids. Srs. 

Jid3. Srs. 

Ganja 

• • 

. 

• 

• 

0 9 

Xil 

0 3 

Cham's . 

• • 

- 

• 

. 

45 34 

XU 

32 27 

Bhang . 

• • 

* 

• 

• 

31 3S 

Xil 

25 10 


Total 


• 

• 

■ 

■ 


• 53 0 
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In 1912-13 and 1929-30 the consumption of each sort of hemp drugs was 
as below : — 


— 

1012.13. 

1020*30. 










Mils. Sra. 

Mila. Rra. 

Ganja 

• 

. 

• 

• 


• 

r *’ 

• 

“0 15 

0 10 

Gharas 

• 

• 

. 

• 

- 

• 

• • 

« 

22 17 

32 8 

Bluing 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

« • 

• 1 

23 3S 

27 G 





• 



Total 

• 

4G 30 

B0 21 


110. Restriction on hemp drugs traffic. — Under the revised hemp drugs 
arrangements introduced in 1902. license holders were required to import the 
drugs by rail from other British Provinces in bond. DrugB bo imported, were 
stored in a bonded warehouse established at Sibi and taxed on issue there- 
from to licensed contractors for sale to the public. The rateB of duty levied 
per seer on drugs so imported in each of the years 1910-13, 1929-30 and 1930- 
31 were as follows : — 


— 

1912-13. 

1029-30. 

1930-31. 










Rs. A. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Ganja . 

■ 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

* 

7 8 

10 

10 

Gharas 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

12 0 

20 

20 

Bhang 

• 

• 

• 

« 

• 

• 

• 

• 

1 0 

i 

1 

1 


The physical features of the Frontiers of Baluchistan did not admit of 
strict control being imposed in respect of imports by illicit means from 
Afghanistan and Kalat, but these were subject to close supervision at the 
licensed vendors’ shops where any Btocks of drugs found in excess of the 
quantities taken by the vendors from the Bonded Warehouse at Sibi were 
assumed to have been imported from foreign territory and dealt with accord- 
ing to law, 

111. Illicit traffic and offences. — Gharas was occasionally smuggled from 
Persia, Malakand and Afghanistan, while a certain amount of eharas and 
bhang was also illicitly imported from the Kalat State. Three cases of eharas 

smuggling as detailed below, were detected during the year uuder report : 

Quotta-Pishm 

Sibi . 1 

The quantity of eharas involved was 4 seers 9 chh. and i tola. 
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112. In order however to minimise the chances of smuggling charas from 
across the border, the selling price was fixed at Re. 1-4-0 a tola with effect 
from the 1st April 1927. Prior to 1927-28 the selling rate not being fixed, 
the licensees sold charas at any fate they chose, and generally at the rata of 
Rs. 2-4-0 to 2-8-0 a tola. The price was reduced to 0-12-0 a tola from 1st 
October 1928. The result of the above measure was that the consumption 
of licit charas rose from 645 seers in 1927-2S to 1.055 ‘20 sears in 1928-29, 
1,287*73 seers in 1929-30 and 1,306*58 seers in 1930-31. 

113. Average, consumption and taxation.— Thv average consumption of 
hemp drugs (of various sorts together) per 1,000 of population in 1930-31 was 
5*6S seers against 6*21 seers in 1929-30 and 4*5 seers in 1912-13. The 
average taxation thereon in 1930-31 amounted to Rs. 28*05 per seer 
(Rs. 14*04 from vend fees and the balance from duty), compared with 
Rs. 28*52 per seer (Rs. 15*23 from vend fees and the balance from duty) in 
1929-30 and Rs. 13*9 per seer (Rs. S from vend fees and the balance from 
duty) in 1912-13. 
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IV. 

Statement shotting for each Province ( excluding Burma where the ttse of the 
hemp drug is prohibited) the rates of duty levied on each description of 
hemp drug and the average taxation per seer on all hemp drugs during 
1912-13, 1929-30 and 1930-31. Separate statistics for ganga, charas and 
bhang under average taxation are , as a rule, not available owing to the 
right of vend of carious description of the drugs being disposed of together. 
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Statement slimring for cnch Province, (excluding Jlunm irhcre. the use of the 
drug ahd the average taxation per seer on nit hemp drugs during JO] 2- 13 
overage taxation are. as a rule, not available owing to the right of tend, of 



Bates of duty f'M frer 


f h' irrtf. 


Madras Presidency . 
Bomlay rrcddcn:y rroper 
Sin.l . 

Bengal Presidency . . 


Burma • • • • 

Bihar an I Orirsa . 

United Provinces . . 

Punjab ..... 

Central Pro\lnccs and Berar* 
Assam .... 

KorUi-BTcst Frontier Proilnce 


Ajmar-Merwer 

Ccorc 

Baluchistan 


to and 


Import prohibited 



1030*31. 

1012-13. 

1P20-3O. 

1030-31. 

Its. a. p. 

Us. a. p. 

Its. a. p. 

Hi. a. p. 

23 0 0 

*• 

" 

• • 

35 0 0 

12 0 0 

• • 

• • 

20 0 0 

16 0 0 

20 O Of 

20 0 0 

-10 0 0 

12 O 0 

70 0 O 

70 0 0 





33 0 0 

12 O 0 

.. 

• • 

and 




40 0 0 




34 0 0 

12 0 O 

65 4 0 

55 4 0 

to 


to 

to 

33 2 0 


5G 4 0 

50 8 0 


10 O O 

20 O 0 

20 0 0 

ia) 




55 0 0 

1C o 0 

•• 

•• 

CO 0 0 

12 0 0 

12 0 0 

12 0 0 





. 

10 0 0* 

20 0 0 

20 0 0 

10 0 0 

10 0 0 

CO 0 0 

GO 0 0 

25 0 0 

• • 

M 

a. 

10 0 0 

12 0 0 

■ 

20 0 0 


Note. — A. T>. — 
Ac. n.— 
T. D 

* Figures relate to calendar years 
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V. 


hemp drug is prohibited) the rates of duty levied on each description of lemp 
] 929-30 and 1930-31. Separate statistics for gav.ja. charas end bhc.r.g under 
various description of the drugs Icing disposed of together. 


la force on 

At. ran- tisaitoa jer .*ccr m all <ic.cri; 

fan ( f h-” P «ir i--*. 

m.ar.j. 

By daly. 

By-rcvl (p-.. 


T*. 

• 

1012-13. 

TJ29-C0. 

1900-51. 

1912-13. 

1925-30. 

1930-31. 

1912-13 

|i919- 

30. 

1 

1930- 

31. 

l’-12- 

13 

io:c- 

*.*?- 

\ 

L 

51. 

Es. a. r- 

Its. a. p. 

E : . a. p. 

n-% 

E=. 

£*. 


r.‘. 

r.<. 

r.«. 

' F.*. 

I:** 

3 0 0 

7 S 0 

7 8 0 

7*23 

22-71 

22-30 

C-05 

17-53 

19"03 

13S 

4'-;, 

41-29 

10 0 

3 0 0 

4 0 0 

7-S 

40-73 

40-03 

C"S 

23*0? 

047 

11-C 

r .<-:i 

HO:? 

10 0 

2 o o: 

200 : 

20 

3*05 

1-02 

1- 

£-;4 

411 

4-4 

• - - 

1 

,8-12 

0 S 0 

10 0 

10 0 

2-S 

31*70 

33S 

io-i: 

32-7" 

32-3 

jckx 

C7C0 

0*1 

t> 












10 0 












• • 



• • 

.. 

.. 

• * 

## 



» • 

• • 

0 8 0 

3 0 0 

3 0 0 

9-1 

33-1 

32*5 

7-8 

31-9 

-2-4 

1C-2 

r’,-J 

n-J 


anl 

a-t! 











2 0 0 

2 0 0 
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AJ>. 

l.D. 

T.P. 

3-0 

11-80 

12* 

CO 

11*7" 

1-1' 

j-.' ! 

* y 

22-;0 

s o o 

23 0 0 

25 0 0 







j 



T.D. 

to 

to 






/ 




4 0 0 

r> o o 

150 0 0 






! 
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(per i.J.) 
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i 
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! 

j 



.\e. D. r.« 
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3-9 

22*15 

J > 

A< i 
*. * 


£'•£ » 1 

e-: . 

U-’ 

r 

ii- 

. C per V a\.t 







! 

J 
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{ 
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i 

1 
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2 0 0 

TOO 
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«T» 

*> 

4' 

7-1 * 

ri'-A 

i 

» * ** j 
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0 8 0 

0 S 0 

0* ? 0 

11*0 

£•-07 

1-*} 
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t 
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4 

i 
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5 
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\ 

i <: 

j 
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13 « ’( 


- * 

<r * 

(rer 

ire- 



r 


i 

r 




t 3= 

:■ .-.c J) 

: 



J 

I 

1 

i 

j 

i 

l 

> 

; 


4 C 0 

COO 

C- 0 0 

2-9 

1 

:: :* | 

1 

: '-:t | 

* r 


4 

\ * * 

>* -J 

t 

U"* 


IP"’ 



| 



; 




t 

~w.t l) 



! 

i 

j 

i 

i 

j 

* 

{ 

j 



) 



.*■ o ;■ 

f o 

>■> c 

*> • 

ir 1 

t 

.... ! 

- * 

i* 

» <4 «. 

, , 

! 


t « 

c. # 7 





i 






I T 1 *' 


■> | 



4 

; 






^ # 


i 

- 1 

> r 

i 

I. t • 

< 


;; 

1 1 . 

* :t s 

... . 

• . 

i 

2 C f 

2 t c : 

: c 

f 

... ? 

177- 




< ? 

' ; 




- 


* •'i 




slowing tie ferceniageof total gross revenue derived from hemp drugs in the years 1912-13, 1929-30 and, 1930-31. 
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Including Delhi, (a) Information, not available. Revised figures* 




